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DONCASTER COUNTY COURT USER MEETING 
 

22nd January 2014 
 
Present: 
District Judge Rodgers Chairperson 
Gary Boulton                County Court Delivery Manager 
Mrs Freeman                          Atherton Godfrey   
Richard Bremmer  ERYC 
Rob Kent   Bridge McFarland 
Paul Ranns                             DMBC 
Ian Barnes                              Keypoint Law 
  
Apologies: 
Apologies for absence were received from Laura Hannan, Shelter and John 
Hodgkinson, PI Costing. 
 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING & MATTERS ARISING 

 
Minutes of previous meeting. 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 
 
Matters arising 
 

There were none. 

ACTIONS 

 

PERFORMANCE & WORKSTATE & SINGLE FAMILY COURT 
 

Most work was around 5 days old and there were no issues over the Court’s 
performance. The staffing compliment had been restored to 2 Band D Team Leaders 
with the addition of Kelly Dowling, who has joined the County Court team from the 
Magistrates Court on a temporary basis. 
Zoe Nicholson has returned after a period of maternity leave and we now have 
District Judge Whybrow allocated to sit at Doncaster four days a week (not 
Wednesdays). 
The unification of the administration of family work has gone very well and all family 
work is undertaken from the County Court, but hearings remain at this Court and the 
Magistrates Court. 
Gary discussed the implementation date for the Single Family Court and that in South 
Yorkshire Sheffield will be the single point of entry for all private law applications. This 
is currently in operation for public law cases and a protocol will be devised in due 
course. 
District Jude Rodgers offered the view from the judicial perspective and there was a 
discussion on current and likely future, impact for litigants in person. With the Legal 
Aid limitations there is more judicial taken up with family and this is art the expense of 
civil. It is anticipated that judicial time will have to managed extremely carefully in the 
next financial year. 
Mediation was discussed as being something HMCTS were advocating as a possible 
option from entering costly and time consuming Court cases. 
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ACTIONS 



 2 

 
 
 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Mrs Freeman pointed out that she had noticed that a lot of decree nisi applications 
were refused, Judge Rodgers explained what level of detail needed to be in the 
statement in support. 
Mrs Freeman also fed back some information that her firm had been offered and 
accepted an appointment at 2pm but when they arrived at Court the Judge had left 
and they were then informed that the appointment had in fact been at 1pm. 
Judge Rodgers recalled this case as he had dealt with the application over the 
telephone and that he was always contactable this way in normal business hours. 
Judge Rodgers drew the groups attention to the President of the Family Division’s 
view that urgent ex parte applications should be avoided and only applied for in 
exceptional circumstances. 
Mr Bremmer stated that he had some instances of adjourned possession cases being 
listed on days other than on Monday mornings. Gary accepted that if this was 
happening then it shouldn’t do, and if contact was made with the Court office then the 
hearing would be changed without the need for an application and fee. 
Some alterations are needed to the Courts standard paragraphs to reflect the 
changes in costs proceedings, which will be addressed 
 

ACTIONS 

Gary & District Judge Rodgers to amend the list of Court standard paragraphs that 
are added to orders. 
 
Date of next meeting 21 May 2014 at 2pm. 
 
Date of future meeting 17 September 2pm 

 


